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PRESIDENT’S COLUMN
By Shirley Shaw

What a great time to be a BANC member! Over the years we have had lots of great programs

and all sorts of wonderful field trips and open houses. The Sanctuary has always provided a

beautiful opportunity to reconnect with nature. We want this treasure of ours—both our proper-

ty and our programs of all types—to last for future generations.

As everyone knows, owning property means a com-
mitment to upkeep and costs. With a 40-year-old
building to maintain and 30 acres of grounds on Rail-
road Mills Road, we BANC members have our hands
full. You have heard me ask over and over for dona-
tions. Please understand how important having ade-
quate funds is for our future, and thanks in advance
for any donations you can give. Also, kudos to all
our workers who help us get so much done. Visit
www.bancny.org and click on “About Us” to see all
the people who work on our committees to keep
BANC humming all year long. We invite you to join
them. I would especially like to shout out to Jutta
Dudley, whose recent housekeeping work has made
our clubhouse spic and span.

I am excited to tell you that beyond your dues and
donations, BANC has been working hard over the
past months to find grants to fund our needs. Since
November, a committee composed of Sue Robertson,
Ellen Prill, Julie Clayton, Dean Clayton, John Shaw,
and Shirley Shaw has been working to secure a rec-
reational trails grant. This grant, public not private,
offers us the largest amount of money we are likely
to acquire through grant funding sources, and if we

are successful, we will be able to upgrade our entire
trail system.

Most of our boardwalks are showing their age. The
Balsam Fir boardwalk has collapsed and is unsafe to
use. Other boardwalks are too narrow and were not
constructed with kickboards (curbs) for safety. Poor
drainage affects our trails in many spots. We have
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(President’s column - continued from page 1)

compiled a list of the maintenance needs and are in
the process of meeting with landscape architects and
contractors to determine the best solutions and costs.
John Shaw has been attending online seminars re-
quired for the recreational trails grant application
process. Julie and Dean Clayton are investigating
equipment needs that can be funded in addition to
labor and materials. The Executive Council has been
discussing the financial implications of such a large
project.

If we are successful in our application, work will
likely start in 2022 and continue for two or three
years. If we are denied, we will have the information
needed to apply for smaller, privately funded grants,
but the time to make the necessary upgrades will in-
crease. Still, we will need your financial help be-
cause most grants require a percentage of the cost to
be paid by the recipient—in the case of the recrea-
tional trails grant, it is 20%. Plus, this grant does not
include funding needed to repair and maintain our
building. We will look for other grants for those
costs. The largest building-related expense will likely
be a new roof in a few years.

Seeking grants is not all the busy people at BANC
are doing. Marigrace Piazza and the program com-
mittee have worked hard to arrange for in-person
outdoor programs. Please see the list on page 13 .
Especially, thanks to Chita McKinney and Julie
Clayton, our speaker on October 15 will be John
Burroughs’ great granddaughter, Joan Burroughs.
Mark your calendars now for this special evening
event, likely on Zoom.

It takes a village—or in our case a club of dedicated
members—to keep BANC alive and well into the
future. Please do your part. Volunteer, donate, and
most of all, enjoy our programs and the Sanctuary.

www.bancny.org Page 2

A Reminder

By Julie Clayton

Deer ticks haven’t gone anywhere! They are still in
this part of the country and our sanctuary is home to
many deer and ticks. Please be responsible for your
good health and for your children’s. No one wants
Lyme Disease. Be vigilant!

1. Wear socks, tucked into long pants, and long
sleeves when walking the trails.

2. Use insect spray.

3. Walk on the middle part of the trails since ticks
can brush onto you when they are on plants.

4. Check yourself and your children later.

5. If you find one, grab it with a tweezer and pull up
on it. After removing, wash the area and your
hands with rubbing alcohol.

Remember that ticks can be in their nymph stage, as
well, when they are about the size of a poppy seed.
Still enjoy nature, but do it wisely!

Photo from New York State
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Meet A Member — Jerry Spanganberg
By Richard Ashworth

Most of our active members are first drawn to BANC by enjoying relaxing strolls around the
Sanctuary on Railroad Mills Road. After a while, some get more involved and help out with

events or other projects. I’d like now to introduce you to someone who took the opposite route.

Jerry Spanganberg Jr. was born and grew up in Pal-
myra, attending Pal-Mac schools behind his older
brother and sister. He obtained a two-year degree at
Alfred State College, starting in Surveying and mi-
grating to Architecture. Here he met and started da-
ting Patti, his future wife.

During a two-year hiatus in his formal education,
Jerry worked at Wegmans in Perin-
ton, as a night custodian at Pitts-
ford Mendon High School and
milked cows at a local farm. He
then progressed to RIT, where he
graduated with a Bachelor’s degree
in Civil Engineering. As part of
this program, he completed two
internship periods in the Construc-
tion Division at Wegmans and on
completion he joined the company
full time. Today Jerry is the Man-
ager of Facilities Construction,
overseeing projects in all the com-

pany warehouses, offices, andh‘\
manufacturing locations.

Jerry has carried two interest areas
and skill sets through his life. His
father was a professional painter
and paperhanger and enjoyed carpentry and wood-
working; Jerry describes himself as a ‘builder’ and
has always sought out and enjoyed hands-on pro-
jects.

His other passion is gardening. As a boy he spent a
lot of time with his grandfather in Port Gibson, who
had a ‘green thumb’ and passed on his interest. Jerry
now spends time planting and caring for both annual
and perennial plants in his garden in Pittsford, where
he lives with Patti and their two children, Jared and
Sarah.

-A:\\LJ‘

Jerry Spanganberg
Photo by Richard Ashworth

As a lover of the outdoors, Jerry enjoys hiking year-
round and stargazing away from the lights and noise
of suburbia. He claims to have walked every trail in
Monroe County, and he has scaled some High Peaks
in the Adirondacks. (He plans to return with Patti.)
As Jared became of age and joined the Cub Scouts,
Jerry got involved with the scouting movement, and
he has since devoted much time and
effort in his role as a scout leader,
including Camp Pioneer at Mas-
sawepie Lake.

It was through the Boy Scouts that
Jerry came to BANC. Jared was
looking for a project for his Eagle
Scout award and responded to a re-
quest from BANC for a scout to re-
place a deteriorated boardwalk at the
Sanctuary. He and Jerry developed a
plan which was approved by the
BANC Executive Council and after
much hard work - much more than
was originally anticipated - a splen-
did new boardwalk was completed in
2019. At the end of the day’s work,
Jerry and Jared would put down the
tools and take a stroll around the
trails, appreciating the changing ka-
leidoscope of flowers. Jerry also tried to remove in-
vasive plants where he encountered them, an effort
which he continues to practice whenever he is at the
Sanctuary.

Jerry’s latest important contribution to the Club is
the completion of new posts and signage at the Sanc-
tuary entrance, with assistance from Patti. Thank you
for all your work for BANC!

See another photo on page 5.
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Can Humans Survive?
By Carol Hinkelman

Most of us are concerned about the threat that climate change poses to human existence on

earth, and some people are aware that we are losing the planet’s biodiversity as more and more

plant and animal species become rare or extinct. We are just beginning to realize that those

plants and animals that we are losing actually generate the support systems on which all human

life depends.

Plants produce our oxygen, purify our air, clean our
water, and store atmospheric carbon. They build our
topsoil, hold it in place, and prevent floods. They
provide all of our food either directly or indirectly by
feeding animals. All life on earth requires the sun’s
energy for existence, but we need plants to capture
and convert that energy into food

for us and for the rest of the crea- M

tures on the planet.

We tend to think of all insects as |
pests, but the majority of them
are beneficial. Insects are the pri-
mary means by which the food
created by plants is delivered to
animals. Most vertebrates do not
eat plants directly, but feed on
the insects that the plants sustain
as part of a complex food web.
Insects also pollinate 90% of our
plants and help to decompose
dead plants, releasing the nutri-
ents they contain for use by new
plant life. Human life could not
exist without insects.

Many birds eat seeds and fruit,
but they raise their young on cat-
erpillars which are easy to digest and are full of the
protein and nutrients that they need for their fast
growth and development. These caterpillars can only
feed on very specific plants because most insects can
only digest one species of plant that they have devel-
oped a special relationship with over the centuries.
Without that plant they cannot survive. One example

Monarch Caterpillar on
Milkweed

Photo by Jane Stock

is the Monarch butterfly’s dependence on milkweed
for their caterpillars to feed on.

Humans have long tried to subdue nature, and we
have degraded 95% of our country’s land by logging,
mining, drilling, tilling, paving, and developing so
there are no longer sufficient functioning ecosystems
‘ to support us. We need to give up
~ our outdated adversarial relation-
ship with nature and learn to coexist
with it because we humans are part
of nature and cannot survive on
earth without it.

We can preserve the few function-
ing lands we still have, but there are
not nearly enough of them to sus-
~ tain our growing population. Even
our local parks (that we think of as
preserving nature) have mostly been
developed into playing fields, picnic
areas, and parking lots. They are not
managed for wildlife habitat or eco-
systems, and many of our parks and
preserves are losing the battle with
invasive species.

The only option we have is to re-
store the function of the land that
has been degraded. Since a very high percentage of
America’s land is privately owned, that is the land
that will need to be restored. Most typical yards are
90% lawn, and caring for the lawn uses large
amounts of water and toxic chemicals that run off
and pollute our streams and lakes. We spend a lot of

our time and energy trying to maintain lawns that are
(Continued on page 5)
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(Can Humans Survive?, Continued from page 4) Some websites with information on native plants

for our area are:
not good at producing oxygen, storing carbon, en-

riching the soil, or being part of the food web. Amer-
ica has 40 million acres of lawn that are almost func-

tionally worthless, but we all want to have a lush
lawn like our neighbors’ lawns. ¢ National Audubon Society’s Plants for Birds
— https://audubon.org/native-plants

e National Wildlife Federation's Native Plant
Finder — https://www.nwf.org/
NativePlantFinder

In the other 10% of our yards, we plant trees, shrubs,
and flowers that make it look pretty but are native to * New England Native Plant Trust (includes
some other continent, so are not functional here. We our area) plantfinder.nativeplantrust.org
don’t think about planting our native trees, shrubs,
and plants that will support the complex food webs
necessary to sustain ecosystem function. If you sur-
vey the plants in your yard, you will probably be sur-
prised to find that hardly any of them are native to
the U.S. Since insects are dependent on specific spe-
cies of plants, it is not surprising that we no longer
see the butterflies and birds that were common all
around us years ago.

Douglas Tallamy, in his book Nature’s Best Hope,
encourages us all to get rid of half of our lawns and
replace the grass with native trees, shrubs, and
plants. The more different species we plant the better
because the ability of an ecosystem to function is in-
separably related to the number of species residing in
that ecosystem. If everybody would convert part of
their lawn to native plants, we could have large con- protbsiai
nected areas of functioning ecosystems, and we Jerry and Patti Spangenberg mounting new
could enjoy nature right at home. All of us can help sign

restore bioinersity and practice good stewardship of Photo by Richard Ashworth

our small piece of the planet. If you don’t own any
land, you can pass on the information to family or See article on page 3
friends who do.

For more information on the importance of planting New Members Through May 2021
native species look for Douglas Tallamy’s books and ~ The following new members have joined. We wel-

his videos on YouTube. come them to BANC:
You can buy native plants at some local garden Lieve Bain Webster
stores or online from Amanda’s Garden or White Kate Clyne Penfield

Oak Nursery, which specialize in growing plants na-
tive to our area.
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Spring Ephemerals Walk
By Betty Stewart and Anne Mancuso

The first day of May 2021 was a great day for about
25 members of BANC and guests to assemble at the
Harris-Whalen Park in Penfield. Our wildflower walk
was led by David and Carol Southby. We are so for-
tunate to have this dynamic duo in our club because
they are extremely knowledgeable about the natural
world.

Our group was bundled up because although the day
was sunny, it was chilly in the shade. Even so, we
were lucky because it was the only sunny day of the
week so far.

Carol stated that Harris-Whalen Park was one of the
best parks around to see early spring flowers, and that
wascertainly true. Some flowers had already peaked
during the couple of days of freakish warm March
weather, but other flowers were still in good shape.

We walked around the circular path for almost two
hours; and with the help of Dave and Carol, we saw
many varieties of ephemerals. Kidney Leaf Butter-
cup, Jack in the Pulpit, Trout Lily, Spring Beauty,
Wild Geranium, Dutchman’s Breeches, Rue, and
Yellow Violets were just some of them. The lovely
Trilliums were just peeking out, and we saw both the
white and the red varieties. Solomon’s Seal, Squirrel
Corn, Wild Ginger, May Apple, Wild Ramps, and
Snow on the Mountain were also observed. I got a
good picture of a Wild Ginger plant with its funny
flower showing at the base. Crowding right next to it
was a Herb Robert.

The frosting on the cake was the appearance of a de-
termined Pileated Woodpecker pecking on a fallen
log. He pecked over and over to gobble up some kind
of delicious insect. For several minutes, he stood
about 15 feet away and we watched him quietly be-
fore he left.

It was a wonderful way to welcome spring.

www.bancny.org
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Photo by Anne Mancuso

Spring Beauy

Photo by Anne Mancuso

See more photos on page 7.
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Scout Project: Burroughs Audubon Nature
Club Interactive Touch Table

By Hanna Elliott

My project was located in Pittsford, NY, as I collab-
orated with the Burroughs Audubon Nature Club. I
built a table that was to be filled with items from na-
ture and put them on display for community mem-
bers around the town. It is mostly intended for chil-
dren and should help in broadening their senses be-
cause the table is interactive. I built and stained the
table, found items from nature and got some from the
nature center as well, and made informational cards
for them.

During my Gold Award, I learned more about build-
ing and constructing things, along with skills like
critical thinking. Creativity was already a skill I pos-
sessed, but I further developed it during this project.
My problem-solving and leadership skills were also
used during the building process.

The goal of my project is to help children experience
and learn more about nature and things other than
just technology. The entire building process was
done at my own home, but the final table will be lo-
cated at the Nature Club Clubhouse. Photo by Ellen Prill

Hanna Elliott and
Her Interactive Touch Table

More Photos from Spring Ephemerals Walk on page 6.

Pileated Woodpecker o Trt LiI ]
photo by Ellen Prill Photo by Anne Mancuso
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Spring Open House, May 16, 2021

Welcoming BANC lovers back to the Sanctuary after a Covid-19 hiatus

By Marigrace Piazza
On Sunday, May 16, BANC opened its doors again for the first time since the fall of 2019.

Members and potential new members gathered to celebrate spring at our precious Sanctuary.

This Open House had a special significance because we were not able to hold any social events

at the Sanctuary in 2020. All of our planned programs had to be cancelled. Many people

worked to make the Sanctuary ready and sparkling for this much anticipated re-opening of our

special place.

There are many people to thank who served behind
the scenes and during the event to make it a success.
Jutta Dudley did house cleaning and moved furniture
around in order to prepare for shampooing of the
clubhouse rug. Ellen Prill’s constant vigilance of all
things property related throughout the year allowed
us to be ready to go this spring. Dean Clayton
mowed the trails and lawn. Steve Melcher added
some posts to the parking lot to create a border for
safe parking. The gardens were looking good due to
the work that Carol and David Southby and Mary
Moore did in April. Thanks to all of you who have
served in some capacity to keep our property in good
order.

Whenever we schedule events open to the public
some extra publicity is required. Besides the usual e-
news blast sent to members by Ellen, Becky Olson
ran it on our Facebook page, John Shaw listed it on
our website, Richard Ashworth created the A-frame
poster that sits on Railroad Mills to attract neighbors
to the event, and Jane McConnochie advertised it on
local family friendly social media sites.

All of the preparations were not in vain. May 16 was
a glorious spring day and there were many members
and potential new members who came to relax, ob-
serve, learn, and socialize. Connie Kellogg and
Geoff Gretton of Mendon Foundation Birders led
several bird walks, and by the end of the day thirty-
four bird species were identified. This number was
significant because it matched the number of human
participants that day! Most interesting, a pair of Yel-

low- Bellied Sapsuckers, both male and female, were
seen at their nesting site in a tree on the Walnut
Trail.

Jane McConnochie shared her love of the trees at
BANC while leading family friendly tree hikes.

At the last minute [ was not able to attend the Open
House due to a family obligation, but there were
many enthusiastic attendees who were happy to fill
me in about the event. After hearing from Connie,
Jane, and hosts Julie Clayton, Mary Moore and Ellen
Prill, I had no doubt that it was a special afternoon
and a perfect way to welcome the public back to our
unique Sanctuary.

The Program Committee is planning many more ac-
tivities at the Sanctuary this summer. The May Open
House was a great kick-off to a season of getting
back to nature together at BANC. Please check our
website and mark your calendars for all our sched-
uled activities.

See photos on page 13 (digital only).

Please be sure to pay your dues, if you haven’t
already. You may use the form on page 9 and
send a check to:

BANC

c/o John Shaw

374 Cromwell Drive
Rochester, NY 14610

Or pay with credit card
bancny.org/membership.html.
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BURROUGHS AUDUBON NATURE CLUB (BANC) 2021 MEMBERSHIP FORM

Membership runs from January 1* through December 31%.

www.bancny.org

Please send your check, payable to BANC, along with this form, to:

BANC

c/o John Shaw, Treasurer
374 Cromwell Drive
Rochester, NY 14610

Or, to pay online by credit card, use the form at http://bancny.org/membership.html.

Page 9

Check one: New Member ~ Renewal
Name(s)
Children’s Ages (optional)
Street Address
City, State, ZIP Phone
Email Date
How did you learn of us? Birth Month (Optional)
MEMBERSHIP CATEGORY DuEs AMOUNT PAID
Individual $25 $
Couple $35 $
Family, including children under 18 $40 $
Supporting Membership $75 $
Life Membership $500 $
Add $10.00 for Tanager hardcopy mailed $10 $
Add $4.00 for outside restroom key $4 $
Extra Donation Appreciated $ $
Total $

In order to maintain sound finances, there was small dues increase for 2021.
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Our Visit to Slabsides
By Julie Clayton

My big 70th birthday came around on April 26" this past year and my husband, Dean, agreed

to a trip that I’ve wanted to take for a long time — a visit to Slabsides in the Catskill Moun-

tains. You may say, “Slabsides. What is that?”” Slabsides is what John Burroughs named his

cabin that he and his son Julian built in the town of Esopus in Ulster County located between

Kingston and Poughkeepsie, New York. It is near the Hudson River. The town was named af-

ter the local Native American tribe and means “high banks” in English. John named his cabin

“Slabsides” because he built it using slabs of wood.

Driving to and arriving at Burroughs Drive, Dean
and I were fascinated with the beauty of the area —
the springtime new growth made it the perfect time
to be there. We noticed the historical marker ac-
knowledging John Burroughs and Slabsides (the rus-
tic cabin where he spent much time in the late 1890’s
and early 1900’s). We had arrived!

At the bottom of a trail, we met Joan Burroughs,
John Burroughs’ great-granddaughter. She was very
animated and friendly. Joan walked us up to the cab-
in, which was not too far away! She told us about her
amazing great-grandfather and we were delighted to
meet her and listen to her stories about John.

[ will give you a bit of John Burroughs’ history. John
Burroughs was the seventh of ten children and grew
up on their family farm in Roxbury (near Slabsides).
In his later years, he credited his life on the farm for
his appreciation of the birds and their return each
spring and for his love of nature. At the age of 17
Burroughs left home to earn money he needed for
college by teaching at a school in Olive, New York.
He alternated periods of teaching with periods of
study. In 1857 he married Ursula North.

In 1860, Burroughs had his first break as a writer
when the Atlantic Monthly accepted an essay called
Expressions. In 1864 he worked as a clerk at the US
Treasury in Washington, DC and rose in this profes-
sion. He was writing and publishing essays all the

while. Thus, his writing career had begun. While in
Washington, he became good friends with writer and
humanist Walt Whitman, and they often visited sick
and wounded soldiers from the Civil War at the hos-
pitals in DC.

In 1873, Burroughs left Washington and returned to
New York State. The next year is when he purchased
land in West Park, NY where he built his Riverby
estate. He grew many different crops there but ended
up focusing on table grapes. 1895 is the year when
he and Julian constructed Slabsides not far from his
then family home, Riverby.

In his later years he had developed friendships with
some very famous men — Theodore Roosevelt, John
Muir, Henry Ford, Harvey Firestone, and Thomas
Edison. John Burroughs’ opinion about the Model T
was negative. He denounced the car as a “demon on
wheels,” and it was said that he accidentally drove
one (a gift from Mr. Ford) through the side of a barn!
Ford, Edison, Firestone, and Burroughs went on a
road trip to the Florida Everglades. Burroughs went
to Yellowstone with Teddy Roosevelt. Burroughs
would often “entertain” at Slabsides. As you have
read, his guests were sometimes world notables, but
often they were just folks passing by. Also, many
college students from nearby Vassar College came to
learn about nature. He made all feel welcome.

(Continued on page 11)
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(Our Visit to Slabsides, Continued from page 10)

Burroughs was a prolific writer. He mostly wrote
about nature and did it in such a way that the com-
mon people around the nation and world appreciated
the wonders of nature through his unique style. The
Complete Nature Writings of John Burroughs totals
23 volumes. The first of this is Wake-Robin (another
term for red trillium). He wrote many essays that
were published in various popular magazines and
appreciated by the readers of the time. He also wrote
books about Walt Whitman, John James Audubon,
and camping with Teddy Roosevelt. John Burroughs
lived a long active life and died on March 29, 1921,
while on a train near Kingsville, Ohio.

My joy about being at Slabsides was that this is the
place that John Burroughs had built and valued so
very much. He had spent a great deal of time here
and felt the inspiration to do much writing at this
site. Joan took us inside the cabin, and it was a thrill
to see where Mr. Burroughs had cooked and eaten
his meals, relaxed in a rocker before a warm fire,
written at his table, and rested and slept peacefully
after many beautiful days of wonder, learning, and
writing. [ felt privileged to enter Slabsides!

In the recent past, other members have made the
“pilgrimage” to Slabsides. Chita McKinney and Car-
olyn Ragan visited while attending a Conference in
nearby Kingston. Sabrina Commisso and her daugh-
ter, Rema, made the trip as well. (Rema will be at-
tending college nearby!) Everyone expressed appre-
ciation of the trails and the desire to return and do
more exploring.

There is so much to learn about John Burroughs.
There are, of course, the writings for which Mr. Bur-
roughs is so famous! I urge you to read books from
our library at the Sanctuary building. Some you may
borrow and others need to be read on-site, or you can
go to any of Monroe County’s wonderful libraries to
learn more about him or read his actual books or es-
says. For those of you new to BANC, reading John

www.bancny.org Page 11

Burroughs’ writings is how our club began way back
in the early 1900°s! Let’s keep the tradition going.

We are so fortunate that Joan Burroughs, his great-
granddaughter, will be presenting for us about her
famous ancestor this coming October! Be sure to join
us!

John Burroughs on Slabsides Porch
From “John Burroughs Talks” by Clifton Johnson
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Slabsides—Cabin Built by John Burroughs

Photo by Julie Clayton
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Pictures from the May Open House

Photos by Mary Moore

Connie Kellogg adding to the Members taking a walk on one
bird list for the day of our trails

Jane McConnochie (L) and Julie Clayton (R) looking at birds with a spotting scope
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Coming Events

For more information about these events, see our website www.bancny.org. Registration is re-
quired. For all but the September 18 event, see the link on the website, bancny.org.

Wednesday, June 23, 5:30 p.m.—Sunset Summer Stroll and Brown Bag Supper at the
Sanctuary

The stroll begins at 7:00 p.m. Those who would like to are welcome to linger through the evening
and to watch the sun set.

Saturday, July 7, 9:30 a.m - noon—Nature Walk at Sibleyville Nature Reserve, Mendon
Join naturalists Carol and David Southby to look for summer wildflowers and butterflies at the
lovely Sibleyville Nature Reserve in the Town of Mendon. The meeting time and place will be
sent upon registration. We will caravan from our meeting place to the trailhead.

Saturday, July 17, 6:00 - 10:00 pm—An Evening at the Sanctuary with Lon Myers

An Allegany Nature Pilgrimage event

Bring your own Brown Bag Supper to enjoy at the sanctuary followed by an early evening walk

leading into night. Fireflies, frog calls, owl calls, star watch, and fluorescent nature and minerals.
In addition, Lon will share fun and humorous memories of the sanctuary from the 60’s and 70’s.

Fun for the whole family.

Saturday, August 21, 3:30 p.m.—Open House and Brown Bag Supper

Come and spend a pleasant late summer afternoon at the sanctuary. Take a walk with Carol Hin-
kelman to her favorite spots to savor the abundance of Joe-Pye Weed, goldenrod, and other late
summer flowers in our wetlands and the colorful butterflies they attract. Bring a brown bag supper
to eat with friends at 5:00, then stay on to enjoy the sights and sounds of a summer evening if you
like.

September 18, 10:00 a.m.—Hurley Woods on Benson Road

249 Benson Road, Victor, NY 14564

The owners of a unique 50-acre parcel on Benson Road in Victor are offering the members of
Burroughs Audubon Nature Club and Canandaigua Botanical Society a private tour of their prop-
erty. Joe and Ginny Hurley purchased the parcel (one of the largest concentrations of steep slopes
in all of Ontario County) in 2009 and have worked over the last ten years to create a native tree
arboretum and pollinator garden, to establish a maple sugarbush and apiary, and to manage inva-
sive plant species on the property. The free 90-minute tour will stay on the flat portion of the
property making it appropriate for all (waterproof boots are highly recommended).

Please register for this trip directly with Joe Hurley.

Email joe@kettleridgefarm.com.

Leave your name, number of people attending and phone number.

Friday, October 15

John Burroughs’ great-granddaughter, Joan Burroughs, will be our speaker. Details in the September issue.



More Photos of Slabsides
See article on page 10

Photos by Sabrina Commisso
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CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we are holding our monthly members’ meetings online.
Hikes and open houses are held in-person, However, attendance is limited and registration
is required. See the information inside about signing up.

June 23, 2021 5:30 pm August 21, 2021 3:30 pm

BANC Sanctuary BANC Sanctuary

Summer Stroll Open House and Brown Bag Supper
July 7, 2021 9:30 am - noon September 18, 2021 10:00 am
Meeting place to be announced Benson Road, Victor

Sibleyville Nature Walk Tour of Hurley Woods

July 17,2021 6:00 - 10:00 pm October 15, 2021

BANC Sanctuary To Be Announced

Evening with Lon Myers Joan Burroughs Talk



